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COURTESY OF JARED ABRAHAM

Jared Abraham, owner of the  

New Kensington Dairy Queen,  

coaches one of the youth football 

teams at Flyers Field in Lower Burrell.
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Average gas prices have come down for a sec-
ond straight week, and many regions could see 
declines again this week, as a drop in demand 
is normally seen in the fall, an industry analyst 
said Monday.

In the Pittsburgh area, average prices fell 3.5 
cents per gallon in the past week to $3.95, according 
to price-tracking service GasBuddy. The national 
average fell 9.3 cents per gallon and stands at $3.77.

Significant declines in the West and Great Lakes 
region are having “an oversized effect on the drop 
in the national average,” said Patrick De Haan, 
head of petroleum analysis at GasBuddy.

“While gasoline prices have seen a large drop, 
diesel prices have been somewhat mixed, with 
prices heading higher in the Northeast as inven-
tories drop to extremely tight levels ahead of the 
heating oil season,” he said.

The national average price of diesel rose 4 cents 
per gallon in the past week and stands at $5.30 per 
gallon.

According to AAA, Pennsylvania’s statewide 
average gasoline price is about $3.93. That’s down 
about 3 cents per gallon from last week, but up 
about 11 cents from a month ago.

County averages range from about $3.81 to 
about $4.03.

Averages in Pittsburgh-area counties reported 
by AAA:
• Allegheny: $3.96
• Armstrong: $3.97
• Beaver: $3.98
• Butler: $3.94
• Washington: $3.97
• Westmoreland: $3.95
GasBuddy reported prices in the Pittsburgh area 

ranging from $3.66 per gallon to $4.29, a difference 
of 63 cents per gallon. Statewide, prices ranged 
from $3.35 to $4.65, a difference of $1.30 per gallon.

Neighboring areas and their current prices 
according to GasBuddy:
• Akron: $3.47, down 20.4 cents per gallon from 

last week.
• Cleveland: $3.61, down 15.3 cents per gallon 

from last week.
• West Virginia: $3.51, down 2.4 cents per gallon 

from last week.
De Haan said the decline in gas prices is seasonal 

and should continue into the fall, and is unrelated 
to the coming election.

“Seasonality is king in driving prices, not the 
desires or hopes of politicians,” he said.

by bRIAN C. RITTMEyER

Drop in demand linked to autumn 
drives down national average to $3.77

Gas prices 
continue 
seasonal 
decline

Brian C. Rittmeyer is a Tribune-Review staff writer. You can contact 
Brian at brittmeyer@triblive.com or via Twitter @BCRittmeyer.

An Allegheny Township couple is ready 
to mix it up with their first business.

Bobby and Jennifer Bucci are co-own-
ers of Mixed Nutrition, a specialty nutri-
tion-based drink shop set to sell smooth-
ies, juices, loaded teas, meal-replacement 
shakes, iced coffees, children’s drinks and 
more when it opens before Christmas.

Weight management programs and herb-
al teas will round out the beverage lineup.

Many of the drinks will contain caffeine, 
but no sugar.

There won’t be any food at Mixed Nu-
trition, just drinks to-go or to be enjoyed 
in-house.

The Buccis are a busy couple, juggling 
full-time jobs and three high school-aged 
sons.

Jennifer works in the health insurance 
industry, and Bobby is a real estate agent.

“Our three kids are active athletes, and 
this is a youth-driven business concept,” 

Jennifer Bucci said.
Renovations are underway, 

and Jennifer said the store 
will offer a bright, energetic 
and contemporary vibe.

“It’s a great location, and it 
sat empty for years,” she said.

The location at 181 Hyde 
Park Road is directly across 
from Kiski Area High School, 
the perfect location for stu-
dents seeking a nutritious 
beverage before or after school, the Buccis 
said.

“The big draw will be the loaded teas — 
teas with multiple colors, no sugar, and it’s 
healthy,” Bobby Bucci said. A loadewd tea 
is made with tea concentrate and fruit-fla-
vored drink mixes.

Customers will be able to purchase pro-
tein drinks to take home or drink in the 
store.

Drink prices will range from $7.50 for 
the loaded teas, to $9.50-$13 for protein and 

meal-replacement shakes.
Collagen and aloe additives 

are two of the add-ons that cus-
tomers can choose to jazz up the 
nutrition factor in their drinks.

“If you’re looking for a clearer 
complexion, you can add aloe 
to your drink,” Jennifer Bucci 
said.

Other additives include vi-
tamin C, B6, B12, ginseng and 
guarana.

Mixed Nutrition will be open daily.
Allegheny Township Supervisor James 

Morabito recently visited the Buccis’ store 
to check on the renovation progress.

“This will be the fourth new business 
in Allegheny Township. I want to person-
ally congratulate the Bucci family and 
encourage other businesses to follow. The 
township is building its way back bigger 
and better,” Morabito said.

Joyce Hanz is a Tribune-Review staff writer.

by JOyCE HANZ

MIXING IT UP
SPECIALTY DRINK BUSINESS SET  

TO OPEN IN ALLEGHENY TOWNSHIP

JOYCE HANZ | TRIBUNE-REVIEW

Jennifer and Bobby Bucci of Allegheny Township are the owners of Mixed Nutrition, a new business set to open by Christmas.

BUILDING
THE VALLEY

A-K VALLEY PLUS • SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2022 • 305

Allegheny Township
Thursday: The Yarn Good Time needle arts 

group at Apollo Memorial Library will meet from 
5 to 7 p.m. at the library, 219 N. Pennsylvania 
Ave., to knit, crochet, embroider or cross-stitch. 
All ages and skill levels welcome. Details: 724-
478-4214.

Saturday: Cuts & Pups Trunk-or-Treat, noon 
to 4 p.m. at Elevated Hair Co., 30 Terrace Ave. 

There will be a silent auction, face painting 
and vendors. Dry hair cuts for $20. Fur ba-
bies welcome. All proceeds will be donated 
to animal charity Tiny Cause.

Apollo
Wednesday: Apollo Hose Company No. 

2 will host bingo at 7 p.m. in the fire hall, 
325 N. Fourth St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
There will be specials and wish jars. De-
tails: 724-478-4831.

Wednesdays and Saturdays: Apollo 
Area Historical Society Museum, 317 N. 
Second St., is open from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Donations of paper towels, stamps, enve-
lopes, cleaning supplies, copy paper and 
trash bags are welcome. Details: Apol-
loPAHistory@gmail.com.

Nov. 8: Apollo Hose Company No. 2 is 
taking orders for an Election Day soup sale. 
Varieties: vegetable beef, stuffed pepper, 
chicken noodle and broccoli cheese; $8 per 
quart, $4 per pint. Pickup: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Nov. 8 at the fire hall, 325 N. Fourth St. 
Advance orders are required today. Orders: 

avfd2@yahoo.com or contact any member.

Arnold
Friday: St. Vladimir Church, 1610 Kenneth 

Ave., is accepting orders for its pierogi sale.  
Varieties: potato or sauerkraut. Pickup: 12:30  
to 4 p.m. Fridays in the church social hall. Cost: 
$12 per dozen. Orders: 724-339-9257 from 8  
to 10 a.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays.

Brackenridge 
Thursday: The Allegheny Valley Salvation 

Army and Community Center offers free grab-
and-go lunches from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
parking lot at the center, 917 Brackenridge Ave. 
Free grocery items from Walmart and Aldi will be 
available. Everyone welcome.

Thursday: Bingo will begin at 7:15 p.m. at the 
American Legion, 845 First Ave.

Buffalo Township 
Thursday: Zion United Methodist Church will 

host a community blood drive from 1 to 7 p.m. 
in the church Family Life Center, 438 Bear Creek 
Road. Appointments recommended. Bring ID. 
Appointments: 412-209-7000 or visit  
donateblood.centralbloodbank.org. Search for 
group code C664.

Gilpin 
Thursday: Gilpin Volunteer Fire Department 

will host bingo at 7:15 p.m. in the fire hall, 113 
Firehall Road.

Harrison 
Wednesday: Allegheny Valley Association of 

Churches Food Bank will be open from 1:30 to 
5 p.m. at 1913 Freeport Road, Natrona Heights. 
Food bank participants can receive food allot-
ments twice per month. Those who are not 
yet registered should come from 3 to 4 p.m. 

Wednesday. Details and alternate times:  
724-226-0606, ext. 10.

Wednesday: The Agape Thrift Shop at Grace 
United Methodist Church, 1333 Freeport Road, 
will be open from 1 to 4 p.m. Clean fall and 
winter clothing in all sizes are needed. Masks 
optional. Bring donations on Wednesday or leave 
them on the front porch. Do not place donations 
in the blue bins behind the church.

Jefferson
Thursday: Bingo will be at 6:30 p.m. at the 

American Legion, 754 N. Pike Road. Doors open 
at 5 p.m. The kitchen will be open. Proceeds 
benefit post and auxiliary projects.

Nov. 12: Table reservations are being ac-
cepted for the Knoch Knights Girls Basketball 
craft show at Knoch High School. Details: 
Shannon McGraw at 724-822-6803 or 
knochgirlscraftshow@gmail.com.

Leechburg 
Thursday: A storytime for preschoolers will 

be at 10:30 a.m. in Leechburg Public Library, 
139 Market St. Reservations required. Reserva-
tions: 724-236-0080.

Thursday: A New Path Al-Anon Family 
Group, a free, confidential program for anyone 
whose life has been affected by someone else’s 
drinking, will meet at 7 p.m. in First United 
Methodist Church, 251 Main St.

Nov. 5: Gift basket donations are being ac-
cepted by Leechburg Public Library for the raffle 
at the upcoming spaghetti dinner fundraiser. 
Donations of completed baskets and items to be 
placed in baskets are welcome. Deadline:  
Oct. 28. Details: Stop in at the library.

Lower Burrell
Thursday: Peoples Library will host an arts 

and crafts hour for children 6 and younger and 
their caregivers at 1 p.m. at the library, 3052 
Wachter Ave. No reservations required. Details: 
724-339-1021.

New Kensington 
November: St. Mary of Czestochowa Parish 

is selling tickets for a November calendar raffle. 
Winning numbers will be the 7 p.m. Pennsylva-
nia Lottery Pick 3 number. Cost: $20. Tickets: 
Charlotte at 724-889-3284 or the parish office.

Thursday: Sally’s Outdoor Market will be from 
2 to 6 p.m., weather permitting, at the Salvation 
Army, 255 Third St. There will be fresh produce, 
plants, baked goods, hot foods and more. Vendor 
spaces available. Details: 724-335-7221, ext. 
106, or lauren.suprano@use.salvationarmy.org.

Thursday: Peoples Library will host an arts 
and crafts hour for children 6 and younger and 
their caregivers at 11 a.m. at the library, 88 Barnes 
St. No reservations required. Details: 724-339-
1021.

Thursday: Knead Community Café will dis-
tribute free grab-and-go meals from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. at the cafe, 1011 Barnes St. This week’s 
meals are sponsored by Michele Corey. Details: 
878-847-7997.

Thursday: New Kensington Eagles Auxiliary 
Bingo will be at 7 p.m. at the aerie, 2134 Freeport 
Road. Doors open at 5 p.m. The kitchen will be 
open. Public welcome. Details: 724-448-7403.

Thursdays: The Secular Organization for 
Sobriety/Save Our Selves (SOS), a support group 
for people recovering from alcohol and drug 
abuse, will meet at 7 p.m. at Lost Dreams Awak-
ening Recovery Community Center, 408 Eighth 

St. Details: 724-556-0737.
Nov. 6: Knead Community Café will host a 

pasta extravaganza fundraiser from noon to 5 
p.m. at the cafe, 1011 Barnes St. Menu: Italian 
platter, $15, includes spaghetti with red or Alfre-
do sauce, one meatball, sausage, lasagna rollup, 
salad and breadstick; children’s meal, $7, in-
cludes spaghetti, meatball, salad and breadstick. 
Dine in or take out. Free beverages for in-house 
diners. Tickets: kneadcommunitycafe.org/pas-
ta-extravaganza-tickets.

Saxonburg 
Wednesday: Saxonburg Volunteer Fire De-

partment will sell takeout fish, oyster and chick-
en dinners from 4 to 6:30 p.m. at the fire hall 
ballroom, 210 Horne Ave. Menu: entree, baked 
potato or french fries, green beans, coleslaw, roll 
and cake. Orders: 724-352-9948 after 3 p.m. 
Wednesday.

Springdale 
Thursday: Lower Valley Community Food 

Bank will distribute food from 1 to 3 p.m. Thurs-
day from the rear entrance of the Springdale 
Borough Building. Do not arrive before 12:45 
p.m. Anyone in need of food who lives in Spring-
dale, Springdale Township, Cheswick, Harmar 
and the sections of Indiana Township and West 
Deer with a ZIP code of 15024 is welcome. New 
recipients can register Thursday.

Tarentum 
Weekdays: Free food and hygiene items are 

available at Highlands Family Center, 415 E. 
Fourth Ave., Suite 12. Hours: Noon to 8 p.m. 
Mondays, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through 
Fridays. Details: 724-224-9006.

Vandergrift 
Oct. 31: Vandergrift Public Library, 128C 

Washington Ave., is having its fall book sale 
through the end of October during operating 
hours at the library. Cost: books, $3 per grocery 
store bag, provided by the library. Other items 
available for $1 each include puzzles, DVDs, 
music CDs and audio books. Details:  
724-568-2212.

Nov. 6: A His/Hers bash fundraiser will be 
from 2 to 5 p.m. at St. Gertrude Church social 
hall, 303 Franklin Ave. Doors open at 1:15 p.m., 
and lunch will be served at 1:30. Donations still 
are being accepted. Details: Megan Kiebler at 
724-882-5035.

Washington Township
Wednesday: Alcoholics Anonymous will  

meet at 6 p.m. in Union Presbyterian Church, 
656 Route 380.

Friday: Washington Township Volunteer Fire 
Company will have bingo at 7 p.m. in the fire hall, 
4078 Route 66. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., and 
sales start at 6. Free coffee. The kitchen will be 
open. Players must be at least 18 or accompa-
nied by an adult.

Winfield 
Wednesdays: Good Samaritan Hospice, a 

mission of Concordia Lutheran Ministries, will 
offer a free grief support group from 3 to  
4:30 p.m. Wednesdays through Nov. 16 in the 
second-floor classroom of Haven II, 148 Mar-
wood Road, entrance 5. Participants can join at 
any session. A virtual group is available. Reser-
vations required. Reservations: Kerry at  
800-720-2557, ext. 4426.

THE STROLLER

CALENDAR

Volunteers needed  
to drive seniors  
to appointments

The Open Your Heart to a Senior 
program at Wesley Family Services 
is seeking volunteers to drive senior 
citizens to their medical appointments.

Scheduling is flexible, and training 
and support are available. Volunteers 
are needed to serve New Kensington, 
Arnold, Lower Burrell and Vander-
grift. If you enjoy driving and are 
willing to take a senior to get their 
medical care, call 724-205-6282 or 
email OYHS@wfspa.org.

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
seeks contest entries

The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and its auxiliary are offering 
several scholarship and patriotic 
contests for students of all grade 
levels and their instructors.

Competitions with links to de-
tails and deadlines include:
• Patriotic Teacher. The 

instructor competes for a $1,000 
continued education award, and 
the teacher’s school also receives 
$1,000. Details: tinyurl.com/2xjey-
pd9.
• Voice of Democracy essay 

contest for students in eighth 
through 12th grade. Awards a $30,000 
national scholarship. Details: tinyurl.
com/mr22acpt.
• Patriot’s Pen competition for 

children in sixth through eighth grade. 
Awards a $5,000 national scholarship. 
Details: tinyurl.com/mr22acpt.
• Patriotic Art Scholarship Contest 

for students in ninth through 12th 
grade. The national winner receives 
$15,000. Details: tinyurl.com/42h3juep.
• Get Excited for the Red, White 

and Blue Video Vocal Solo Contest for 
students in kindergarten through 12th 
grade. Details: tinyurl.com/2s3vpr33.
• Illustrating America Art Con-

test for children in kindergarten 
through eighth grade. Details: tinyurl.
com/2s3vpr33.

New Ken school plans  
Veterans Day program

Mary Queen of Apostles School,  
New Kensington, will host a lunch  
and musical salute to veterans pro-
gram Nov. 10 in the Greenwald site 
gymnasium, 110 Elmtree Road.

The school will honor all family 
members and friends who have served 
or are serving in the Armed Forces. 
Veterans should arrive at 12:15 p.m. 
They will eat a pasta lunch with stu-
dents at 12:20 p.m. A patriotic music 
program will take place afterward. 
Veterans and one guest are welcome.

Community members who would 
like to attend should call Kristin  
Macioce at 724-339-4411 or email  
kmacioce@mqaschool.org by Nov. 4.

Information on this page, including The Stroller, may be dropped off or mailed at least a week in advance to:  
The Stroller, c/o Valley News Dispatch, 210 Fourth Ave., Tarentum, PA 15084; email vndnews@triblive.com; or fax 724-226-4677
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Plum is one of the teams to look out for in the WPIAL girls 

soccer playoffs. Coming off a section championship, the team 

is looking for even more success during its postseason run.

One of the talented players on the team’s loaded roster is 

senior center midfielder Cameron Collins, who contributes 

greatly to the Mustangs’ success.

“She is focused on our team’s success and has been willing 

to play whatever role is needed for the team to succeed,” 

coach Jamie Stewart said. “She is a very coachable player 

who understands the game well and works to improve her 

game every day.”

Collins is the daughter of Rob and Sharon Collins. She has 

been playing soccer since she was 9 and grew up watching 

her father play soccer.

“Cami has been a starter for us the last two years,” Stewart 

said. “While she doesn’t always appear on the stat sheet, she 

has been critical to both our offensive and defensive success.”

Collins took some time out of her busy schedule to sit 

down and answer some questions for a Senior Q&A:

Plum is one of the teams to beat in the playoffs. 

What kind of offseason training did the team do to 

prepare for this season?

A lot of us play Cup soccer and we train with our Cup 

teams, or they play another sport and train with their teams. 

Some even train on their own.

What is your biggest priority on the field? Scoring? 

Defending?

I’d say setting up my teammates to score for us.

Latrobe is one of Plum’s rivals this season. Would 

you want to see them in the playoffs?

I would love to see them in the playoffs. We are going to 

come out hard, and we want to beat them.

Speaking of Latrobe, the Wildcats snapped your 

43-match section winning streak this season. How did 

the team react to that?

It reminded us that we had to work harder. We knew com-

ing into the season there would be teams after us, but it told 

us we had to work harder for what we wanted.

How is the team preparing to take on tough teams in 

the playoffs?

At practice, we give 110% when we play against each other 

so we are ready to take on tougher teams together.

What is your mentality going into games?

I go into the game thinking that we are going to win. I think 

to myself that I have got to give 100% and give everything 

I’ve got on the field.

What is one piece of advice you would like to leave 

with your teammates?

Just have fun with it and try your best. Enjoy every second 

of it and spend as much time as possible with each other.

Tell me a little bit about your fellow seniors and what 

makes your class stand out.

A lot of us have been playing to-

gether since we were very young. 

We are very comfortable with each 

other. We know how each other 

plays, and we know how to sup-

port each other.

Do you follow any supersti-

tions on game day?

Yes. I have to put my right 

shoe on first then the left. 

Same thing with my shin 

guards, right then left.

You’ve recently 

committed to St. 

Francis (Pa.). Why 

did you choose St. 

Francis and what will 

you be majoring in?

I chose St. Francis 

because of their soccer pro-

gram. I really like the team, 

the coach and the atmo-

sphere. I will be studying 

in their physician’s assis-

tant program, and they 

also have a very good PA 

program, too.

Cameron Collins, Plum
SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

— Abby King

Plum ice hockey coach Phil Mains 

knew his team was better than what it 

showed in an 11-0 season-opening loss 

to defending PIHL Class A champion 

Norwin on Oct. 10.

Given an opportunity at redemption, 

the Mustangs took full advantage a week 

later and got into the win column with 

a 5-3 victory against Fox Chapel at the 

Alpha Ice Complex in Harmarville.

“It was a tough start to the season, but 

we knew that coming in,” Mains said.

“It was really nice to see them come 

out and play hard against Fox Chap-

el. This team continues to evolve and 

take shape. Having that first period end 

scoreless was huge for us. Then you’re 

always just a shot away if you are able to 

keep it close. That game was a huge con-

fidence builder for us moving forward.”

The Mustangs hoped to add to their 

positive result against Fox Chapel and 

make some noise in PIHL Class A.

Plum doesn’t have to wait long to re-

match with Norwin as the Mustangs and 

Knights will do battle Nov. 1 at Palmer 

Imaging Arena in Delmont.

“Hopefully, we can put up a better 

performance against them this time,” 

Mains said. “I know the guys are anxious 

for that opportunity.”

Mains said an efficient practice a cou-

ple of days after the Norwin loss and 

then another practice and film session 

the day before the game with the Foxes 

helped the team refocus and prepare to 

get the victory.

“We watched some of our game with 

Norwin and also some film of Fox Chap-

el’s game with Hampton,” Mains said.

“We realized we made some mistakes 

in that first game and that our effort and 

positioning weren’t where they should’ve 

been. We talked about doing some of the 

little things better to give us a good shot 

against Fox Chapel. Sometimes you work 

on things well enough, and then other 

things pop up where it doesn’t always 

come together, but against Fox Chapel, 

our leaders and more experienced players 

brought the team together and showed 

how we could control our effort and at-

titude toward getting a win. It certainly 

went a long way for us.”

Senior captain Zach Miller came up 

big against Fox Chapel with a natural 

hat trick in the second period before 

adding a power-play goal in the third.

“Zach is a kind of player where once 

he sees one go in, he kind of sees red, 

and he is likely to get multiple goals,” 

Mains said.

“He missed pretty much the whole 

year last year with a back injury that 

he was able to get right. He’s a perfect 

leader for us and a hard worker. He’s 

strong, fast and has a great shot. I think 

he kind of has a chip on his shoulder 

coming back. He’s excited, and he brings 

that energy to the team.”

Also tasked with bringing the energy, 

effort and expectation, Mains said, are 

assistant captains in seniors Thomas 

Fedel on defense and David Westbrook 

at forward.

“Both have been playing varsity since 

they were freshmen, and they bring that 

veteran experience,” Mains said.

Junior defenseman Mason Wilkes is 

another assistant captain and key core 

player ready to help fuel the team. He is 

back after missing almost all of last year 

with a broken wrist.

“We have a pretty good group of lead-

ers and role models for the younger 

guys,” Mains said.

“They are all serious about taking care 

of themselves and getting stronger.”

Sophomore forward Tyler Bresso also 

scored for Plum against Fox Chapel, 

while junior forward Travis Marks (2), 

sophomore forward Nick Majors, junior 

forward Adam Varner and sophomore 

forward Brody Howell added assists.

Senior goaltender Kaleb McCabe 

earned the win between the pipes.

Mains said the on-ice work in the pre-

season, including tournament games 

against different levels of competition 

in Ringgold, Greensburg Salem and 

Penn-Trafford, helped the team get up 

to speed.
“I love playing in preseason tourna-

ments,” Mains said. “We’ve done the 

one in Greensburg for several years, 

and those games really help us find out 

what we have. We lost some players who 

we thought we would have, so we were 

moving guys back on defense and trying 

to find out what lines worked. Every 

game, we had guys playing different 

positions. We got to see all three of our 

goalies play. Just getting things on tape 

is how you can make the most drastic 

improvements.”

Mains said the work to improve con-

tinues through each practice and game.

“As a younger team — we only have 

four seniors — the attention to detail is 

important as we build toward what this 

team can become,” Mains said.

“We’re missing a few guys, and things 

can change week to week, but our goal 

is to expect to win every game. We want 

Plum hockey to be tough to play against, 

no matter who it is against or where we 

are playing. We’re going to have close 

games and not-so-close games that go 

both ways. Hopefully, we can find that 

consistency where people know what 

they are going to get out of us.”

Michael Love is a Tribune-Review staff writer. 

by MICHAEL LOVE

PLUM REBOUNDS
Mustangs look forward to promising season

CHRISTOPHER HORNER | TRIBUNE-REVIEW

Plum’s Travis Marks works along the boards Oct. 17 against Fox Chapel. 
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In the past six seasons, five teams 

have won the Presidents’ Athletic 

Conference men’s soccer champion-

ship. Grove City isn’t one of them, 

even though the Wolverines have 

been preseason favorites multiple 

times in that stretch.

Grove City (11-5, 9-0 PAC) was 

picked as the favorite again this 

season, but, this time, coach Mike 

Dreves and his charges are aiming 

to fulfill that prediction.

“We hope to be there at the end, but 

we just have to continue to improve,” 

said Dreves, in his 15th season as 

GCC’s coach. “We were in the semi-

finals the past four seasons, and we 

do not have a conference champi-

onship.”
In their quest to get to the top of 

the hill, the Wolverines have one of 

the most important pieces in place: 

the keeper. Deer Lakes grad Jesse 

Greyshock, a senior, became GCC’s 

primary keeper this season after 

splitting time with Luke Green-

way last season. Greenway is the 

program’s all-time leader in keeper 

victories.
Typically last season, Dreves said, 

Greenway would play one half, and 

Greyshock would play the other.

“It’s pretty unorthodox,” the coach 

said, “but it was pretty effective last 

year, and I felt it created some com-

petition and they both pushed each 

other really well.”

Greyshock’s growth from that 

competition is evident in the num-

bers. Through Saturday’s 3-0 win 

over Saint Vincent, Greyshock had 

given up only 12 goals in 15 matches 

and compiled a .800 save percentage 

and 0.81 goals-against average. Last 

season, his GAA was nearly double 

(1.52), and his save percentage was 

70 points lower.

He has eight clean sheets this sea-

son, including five in a six-game 

stretch — all in PAC matches.

Greyshock is quick to credit the 

defense for helping his performance.

“If you look at the numbers, the 

most saves I’ve probably had in a 

game is like five or six,” he said. 

“Compared to the other teams we’re 

playing, that’s far below other teams’ 

number of saves. That’s all a credit 

to (the defense). They’re not even 

letting the shots come to me.

“It makes me feel more confident 

when I’ve got people who are also 

confident in front of me.”

But, to be sure, Greyshock has 

done his part. Dreves recalled the 

second match of the season, against 

Lancaster Bible, when his keeper 

was being bombarded by free kicks 

and set pieces. Greyshock stood tall 

and saved all five shots to lead Grove 

City to a 1-0 win.

“Probably one of every three goals 

is scored on a set piece, so you have 

to be able to defend corner kicks and 

set pieces,” Dreves said. “And I think 

the back four have done a really good 

job, and Jesse is a big part of that, too.

“He’s real good with his feet. We 

can play a ball back to him, and he’s 

not uncomfortable with it. … And I 

think he’s a good shot-stopper, and 

he’s aggressive in the air.”

Greyshock said being a good keep-

er goes beyond the physical. He also 

acts as the de facto quarterback of 

the defense. With a panorama of 

the entire field, he is charged with 

helping his defenders get to the right 

spots.
Especially on those dangerous set 

pieces.

“The biggest thing is addressing 

where everyone is,” he said. “You 

don’t want to leave a guy unmarked 

on the back post or anywhere on the 

field. If it’s a closer (free kick), build-

ing the wall, getting people in front of 

the ball to block the shot. Or, if it’s (a 

free kick) further back, just making 

sure everyone is on their man.”

Of course, Greyshock would like 

nothing more than to see his Wolver-

ines break that title jinx. The team 

has built up steam heading into the 

postseason, and Greyshock is deter-

mined to keep it flowing.

“My whole mindset is just not to 

let the momentum slide,” he said. 

“Definitely in past years, we started 

off really strong. We’ve looked really 

good, but we’ve tailed off at the end.”

by CHUCK CURTI

Deer Lakes grad Greyshock  

stands tall as Grove City keeper, 

aims to secure PAC title

REACHING THE GOAL

Chuck Curti is a Tribune-Review staff writer. 

You can contact Chuck by email at ccurti@

triblive.com or via Twitter @ChuckCurtiTRIB.

GROVE CITY ATHLETICS

Grove City goalie Jesse Greyshock, a Deer Lakes grad, is allowing less than a goal a game this season.
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“It makes me feel more 

confident when I’ve got 

people who are also 

confident in front of me.”

JESSE GREYSHOCK

While Jared Abraham might be best known 

for planting palm trees at his New Kensington 

Dairy Queen, it’s his role as a volunteer coach 

and mentor where he really works.

Abraham, 42, of Lower Burrell is a coach for 

the Lower Burrell Flyers football team and 

Lower Burrell Little League.

Abraham admits he is not the most experi-

enced coach, but he will be the coach making 

sure the kids’ equipment is on right.

He also volunteers for local community 

events and finds a way to treat local kids to free 

ice cream cones and other treats with coupons 

given away at the events.

Recently, free cone coupons were included in 

backpacks in a free backpack project with the 

Urban Image barbershop in New Kensington.

“There’s not a teacher out there who can’t 

get something from me,” Abraham said of his 

participation in school and community events.

Lower Burrell 

Councilman Chris 

Fabry said Abra-

ham is the first to 

donate ice cream to 

city events and is a 

big supporter of the 

local police depart-

ments.
“It’s hard to run 

a business and still be active in your commu-

nity,” Fabry said. “Jared does a wonderful job 

of doing both. His involvement in the Flyers 

organization and dedication to the community 

is something special.”

Abraham credits his parents, Kevin and Barb 

Abraham of New Kensington, for his business 

and community successes.

“They pushed me forward, taught me to do 

the right thing and gave me good morals to 

follow,” Abraham said.

He partnered with his father almost a decade 

ago to open the Dairy Queen along Freeport 

Road in New Kensington.

“Opening the DQ opened my eyes to what 

kids don’t have, and that propelled my com-

munity service,” he said.

In recent years, Abraham turned to coach-

ing sports as a way to reach and help local 

children.
He knows how important youth sports are.

Abraham played football for the Flyers Ca-

dets team, as well as Burrell’s football teams 

during junior high and high school. Now he and 

his wife, Misty, are raising their son, Cooper, 

8, a third grader at Burrell’s Bon Air Elemen-

tary School who started playing for the Lower 

Burrell Recruits in 2019.

“Getting your kids in sports will help them 

grow up and gain responsibility,” Abraham 

said. “It’s an outlet for these kids. And football 

is the cheapest sport to get into.”

The discipline of playing a sport will help kids 

learn to be on time and not quit, Abraham said.

Coaching means mentoring, but it also re-

quires not being judgmental about kids, “re-

gardless of physical and mental limitations,” 

Abraham said.

Positive reinforcement and encouragement 

to not give up are key, Abraham said of his 

coaching.

One of Abraham’s most challenging moments 

on the football field was when he saw a player 

walk off. He went after him to see what hap-

pened — the player was discouraged.

“He was getting hit by some bigger players,” 

Abraham said.

But Abraham said he convinced the player 

to return to the team.

“It was one of my best moments,” he said.

On the business side of his life, Abraham is 

amused and grateful for the public’s love of 

the six palm trees that he and his father plant 

every spring.

Abraham said he wanted to bring the beach 

to New Kensington. And he has.

Patrons take photos at sunset with the back-

drop of the palm trees to look like they are in 

some coastal destination, Abraham said.

The trees grow to about 15 feet tall and then 

die in the fall.

Abraham and his father loved the beach and 

found out about an auto body shop in Pitts-

burgh that displayed live palm trees. He found 

a local distributor, and they have been planting 

them every spring for more than five years.

“There’s no not doing it now,” he said.

PHOTOS: COURTESY  

OF JARED ABRAHAM

ABOVE: Jared Abraham 

visits Heinz Field with a 

Lower Burrell Little League 

baseball team.

LEFT: Abraham loves palm 

trees. He and his father 

and partner of the New 

Kensington Dairy Queen 

along Freeport Road work 

with a local distributor and 

landscaping company to 

plant palm trees every spring.
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by MARy ANN THOMAS

FLYERS FOOTBALL COACH AND DAIRY QUEEN OWNER 

HAS PENCHANT FOR COMMUNITY WORKSTEPPING UP

Mary Ann Thomas is a Tribune-Review staff writer. 

faces
VALLEYOF THE

A new eatery could be coming to the 

Pittsburgh Mills complex.

Developers are seeking to bring a 

Chipotle Mexican Grill to a spot near 

the Lowe’s store along Village Center 

Drive.
Plans are still in the initial stages.

Cardinal Realty applied for subdivi-

sion and land development approvals 

from Frazer supervisors. 

The company is in negotiations to 

purchase the parcel, which would 

be subdivided from a corner of the 

parking lot at Lowe’s.

Cardinal Realty representatives 

could not be reached for comment. 

The company is scheduled to have 

a public hearing on the conditional 

use at 7 p.m. Nov. 1 during the next 

regular township meeting.

Chipotle was founded in 1993 in 

Denver and has grown wildly popular 

for its fast-but-fresh food approach.

It specializes in tacos, burritos, sal-

ads and bowls that are compiled with-

in view from behind a glass counter 

for each customer.

The restaurant is noted for its sus-

tainability goals, including a program 

to recycle plastic gloves worn during 

food preparation into waste bags that 

are used in-house.

The chain boasts using only 53 in-

gredients, and its slogan emphasizes 

“the only ingredient that is hard to 

pronounce at Chipotle is ‘chipotle.’ ”

There are nearly 3,000 Chipotle 

restaurants across the country, with 

nearby locations in The Waterworks 

near Fox Chapel and also in Hampton 

and Monroeville.

If approved in Frazer, the new 

restaurant would sit in the Lowe’s 

parking lot adjacent to the Starbucks 

plaza.
Supervisor Lori Ziencik said there 

is no timeline for construction or 

opening because the approval process 

just started.

“They have to get through these 

things first, but the wheels are in 

motion,” she said.

by TAWNyA PANIZZI

Eatery might be coming 

 near Lowe’s along  

Village Center Drive

New Chipotle 
restaurant  
in works for 
Pittsburgh Mills

Tawnya Panizzi is a Tribune-Review staff writer.  

You can contact Tawnya at 724-226-7726, 

tpanizzi@triblive.com or via Twitter @tawnyatrib.
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H
enry Ford — yes, that Henry 

Ford — had big plans for the 

Alle-Kiski Valley a century 

ago.
In fact, were it not for a couple 

of negative events, it could have 

changed the trajectory of history in 

this area.

Ford, the forward-thinking 

industrialist that he was, had plans 

to build a windshield and autoglass 

plant in the Glassmere section of 

East Deer.

The stage was set by another per-

son named Ford, specifically Capt. 

John B. Ford. While not related, 

John B. Ford is the man for whom 

Henry Ford City was named.

John B. Ford discovered that 

the sand along the banks of the 

Allegheny River was conducive to 

glassmaking. He set up the origi-

nal plant that became Pittsburgh 

Plate Glass Co. in Ford City and, in 

1883, one in the Creighton section 

of East Deer.

About a mile south of the Creigh-

ton plant sat the Allegheny Glass 

Co. in the Glassmere section of 

East Deer. Henry Ford bought Al-

legheny Glass on Feb. 6, 1923, and 

hoped to expand it enough to hire 

2,000 workers.

Why would Henry Ford want to 

build a glass plant nearly 300 miles 

from his base in Dearborn, Mich.?

Plans at the time called for a ca-

nal to be built in the upper Alleghe-

ny River, through French Creek in 

Meadville and an inland waterway 

on to Lake Erie. Ford’s glass prod-

ucts could easily be transported by 

barge to the massive Ford River 

Rouge plant outside Detroit.

Ford was so sure the canal would 

eventually be built that he con-

structed about 20 model homes in 

Glassmere to give area residents a 

sample of what was to come. Ford 

also bought large pieces of prop-

erty between Freeport Road and 

Bouquet Hill.

In fact, the Pittsburgh & Lake 

Erie Canal Board was set up sev-

eral years earlier in anticipation 

of the canal. Civic groups and the 

media got behind the idea.

Ford tried to low-key a visit 

to the area with his son, Edsel. 

But, instead, there were greeting 

committees and the Tarentum 

Valley Daily News enthusiastically 

welcomed the auto magnate.

Ford also visited the American 

Glass Co. plant in Arnold — affec-

tionately known by residents there 

as the “Glasshouse.” He also looked 

at buying the Carnegie Farmland 

across the river from Freeport in 

order to build a steel plant. The sky 

seemed to be the limit.

But various factors, including a 

lack of funding for the canal and 

the onset of the Great Depression, 

stood in the way of the canal being 

dug. Tired of waiting and wanting 

to cover his bases, Ford added a 

glass plant at River Rouge in 1927.

In the early 1930s, Ford sold the 

Glassmere plant with about 1,000 

workers to United Iron and Metal 

Co., but did not foreclose on any of 

the homes he built. United Iron and 

Metal went out of business, and 

ownership reverted back to Ford.

Tired of paying taxes on an 

empty building, Ford decided to liq-

uidate the community and enlisted 

New Kensington Realtor Fred 

Moran to auction off the properties.

On March 8, 1937, Ford’s dream 

officially ended, as the properties 

all were sold within 24 hours by 

Moran.

George Guido is a Tribune-Review  

contributing writer.

by GEORGE GUIDO

SHATTERED DREAM

Henry Ford nearly opened windshield, autoglass plant in East Deer

COURTESY OF BRENDA GUIDO

Henry Ford built a number of homes for his workers in the Glassmere section of East Deer, complete with “Dutch roof” architecture.

REMEMBER

WHEN

COURTESY OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

In the 1920s, industrialist Henry 

Ford had plans to build a massive 

glass assembly plant in East Deer.
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